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Understanding by Design Template 
 

Stage 1: Desired Results 

Subject  - 10 Plagues -  Grade level: 4 
 

Enduring Understanding/s 
• Judaic texts expose God’s method of 

shaping what happens to Bnei Yisrael. 
• Being open to other P.O.V. contributes 

to solving conflict 
• It is hard and important for people to 

learn from their mistakes 
 

Essential Questions 
1. In what ways does H’ shape what 

happens to B”Y? 
2. Where can we see H’ hand affecting our 

history? 
3. In what ways can being open to other 

P.O.V. help solve conflict (use e.g. from 
text, personal…)? 

4. In what ways can being closed to other 
P.O.V. cause conflict? 

5. What would it mean for the world if 
people learned from their mistakes? 

6. Why is it hard for people to learn from 
their mistakes? 

 
Key Questions: 

1. Why does Pharaoh refuse to 
acknowledge Hashem? 
 
2. Did B”Y accept the Shlichut of Moshe? 
 
3. What did the plagues teach the 
Mitzrim/Pharaoh and B”Y? 
 
4. In which plagues does God harden 
pharaoh heart, and when does Pharaoh do 
it himself? 

Selection of texts (This may come later in the process for some people.) 

1. Shmot – Veira - Bo 4:27-11:10 + 12:29-12:36 
2. Talmud Bavli – Gittin – 55b-56a, (Artscroll text) story of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza  

 

     

Content objectives: Students will 

know… 
1. key vocabulary 
2. the 10 plagues 
                   a. the sequence of events 
                   b. how the plagues correspond to an Egyptian                
                       deity 
                   c. key characters and motivation 
                   d. how the plagues educated two nations 
                   e. Pharaoh’s P.O.V. 
                   f. Moshe’s P.O.V. 

Skills Objectives: Students will be 

able to … 
1. find a perek and Passuk 
2. read psukim fluently 
3. use ta’amei hamikra to break up psukim (wishbones, 

traffic lights and stop signs) 
4. ID key words in a text 
5. ID  main Characters and  motivation in a text 
6. explain the sequence of events in a text 
7. describe a P.O.V 
8. empathize with the P.O.V. of others 
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3. the difference between fate and B’chira 
                   a. Fate is what happens to a person (lack of  
                                                                            control) 
                   b. B’chira is what a person makes happen to  
                       himself (in control) 
4. that nationalism is a group of individuals united by 

their shared fate (tzibbur) 
5. Use the story of Kamtza to learn about P.O.V. 
 

 

 
 

                               
Stage 2: Assessment Evidence  

How will I know the students met the desired results above? What performance tasks 
 or other evidence will I use to assess? At this stage, work on summative assessments 

                                    which occur at the end of the unit. As you plan your lesson below, make sure 

                                    to think about formative assessments which occur along the way. 
 
Performance Task(s): 
I. Complete a grid showing where God’s control is seen in the text. Include: Psukim, Description 
and “Where I see God” 
 
II. Bibliodrama – Partners will be given a section of text. Each pair will include the P.O.V. of one 
Egyptian and one B”Y. They will create a play where they alternate between dialogue (actual text) 
and soliloquy explaining their character’s P.O.V. Towards the end, they will explain the P.O.V. of 
the other character.  
 
III. Self Reflection – Journal writing. Prompt – “Think of a time when you made a mistake. What 
did you learn from that mistake?  How did it change you?” 
 
 
See models below. 
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