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I. Priority Standards and Benchmarks  

Standard 1:
Students will become independent and literarily astute readers of the biblical text in 
Hebrew.

Benchmarks:
1.9 Differentiates between section, book, chapter, and verse of Tanakh.
1.10b. Identifies roots in verbs and nouns.
1.10f. Uses context cues to comprehend words in their context.
1.10g. Comprehends verses and short blocks of verses from the Tanakh in 
Hebrew. 
1.11 Knows basic biblical vocabulary.
1.22 Comprehends units of text after textual study.

Standard 4:
Students will view TaNaKH as the formative narrative of the Jewish people – past,  
present, and future.

Benchmarks:
4.8 Explores the implications of various biblical narratives and empathizes with 
the biblical characters involved.
4.13 Locates the narrative sequentially in the text.
4.17 Explains that the Tanakh is composed of Torah, Nevi'im, and Ketuvim.
4.19 Analyzes the characters in the Tanakh, focusing on their motivation and 
personality.

Standard 2:
Students will be engaged in the learning of ancient, rabbinic, and modern modes of  
interpretation of the biblical text and will see themselves as a link in this ongoing chain 
of interpretation. 

Benchmarks:
2.3 Raises questions about the stories of the Torah.
2.5 Understands that some questions have more than one answer.

II. Big Ideas   – Big ideas have lasting value beyond the classroom, reside at the heart of the 
discipline and involve “doing” the subject.

● Nations change and develop over time
● Our identity as an individual and nation is defined by our relationship with others

III. Essential Questions   – EQs provide subject- and topic-specific doorways to enduring 
understandings, have no obvious “right answer,” and are deliberately framed to provoke 
and sustain student interest.

● How is our identity as a nation and as individuals defined by our relationship with others 
and ourselves?

● How does a nation change and develop over time?



IV. Unwrapping (the standards, benchmarks, and content)  

KNOWLEDGE
By the end of the unit, what we want students 
to know:

SKILLS
By the end of the unit, what we want students 
to be able to do:

The overall structure of the Tanakh Label / Describe the structure of the Tanakh
תנ''ך = תורה נביאים כתובים      
חלק, ספר, פרק, פסוק      
Read and understand selected פסוקים with some 
degree of fluency

 Recognize the שורש of various nouns and verbs 
in the text

Key Vocabulary Use selected vocabulary without the use of a 
word list
Use context clues to understand words in their 
context

The placement of the Exodus story with the 
Biblical narrative

Locate / place the narrative sequentially in the 
text
Raise questions about the text

Questions can have more that one answer Understand that some questions have more than 
one answer
Analyze the characters and personalities in the 
Exodus story

A family tree of the descendants of יעקב (tribes)
Individuals went down to מצרים where they 
became a nation
The characters and their motivations:
     Pharaoh, Bat-Pharaoh, the midwives,
     “Miriam,” “Yocheved,” Moshe, 
     Israelites (to keep having babies)

Empathize with the biblical characters

Names have significance
Origin of Moshe
Israelites identified as (were identified by 
Egyptians as) slaves

Define “identity”

Israelites looked out for one another
How identity is formed
Israelites were seen by Egyptians as powerless, 
uniform, frightening

Analyze relationship between Egyptians and 
Israelites

Israelites saw themselves as more in control? 
(have babies, midwives, etc)

V. Performance Assessment with Engaging Scenarios   – A performance task is a complex 
scenario that provides students an opportunity to demonstrate what they know and are able 
to do concerning a given concept.



Extra Extra Read All About It – Big Changes in the Palace!
You're a reporter for the Mitzrayim Monthly Magazine. You have been asked to create a newspaper article about  
some of the new changes in Egypt. Some of the main stories that have happened recently include a few new 
policies for  בני ישראל given by Pharaoh, as well as the new son of  בת פרעה. You can choose which story to cover  
for the publication, but keep in mind the main job of a reporter is to write a story based on facts. 

Part One – Background Research
Every good reporter needs to research a story before writing. Your first step is to select which story you're going 
to cover. The three main stories the magazine editor is looking for are:

● Pharaoh enslaves בני ישראל
● Pharaoh demands the killing of Israelite baby boys
● Moshe is adopted by בת-פרעה

Once you have chosen which story to cover, research the facts. What are the policies? What details do you 
know? What details are missing? Include quotations from תנ''ך as your primary source. Submit you background 
report to the magazine editor (Morah Sarah) by Oct __. Make sure it answers all the above questions. Don't 
forget to cite your sources! You have to include the correct citations (ספר, פרק, ופסוק) for the editor to accept your 
research.

Part Two – Egyptian Interview
A good article needs to include some quotations from the people involved. Choose an Egyptian character to 
interview regarding the events of your story. You can either interview Pharaoh, Pharaoh's daughter, a task 
master, or a civilian. Write down at least four questions you would like to ask this person regarding the story you 
are covering. Next, interview the character. (On the off chance that you're writing this article 3000 years after the 
event took place, you will have to make up the answers yourself based on how you think your character would 
have felt in this situation. However, using quotations from the תנ''ך may also be helpful.) Submit your list of 
questions, who you interviewed, and at least two of their answers to the editor (Morah Sarah) by Oct __.  

Part Three – Israelite Interview
In order to make sure that you article is well balanced, you'll need to include some quotations from the people 
involved in the 'other' side of the story. Choose an Israelite character to interview regarding the events of your 
story. You can either interview Miriam, Yocheved, a midwife, or an average slave. Write down at least four 
questions you would like to ask this person regarding the story you're covering. Next, interview the character. 
(On the off chance that you're writing this article 3000 years after the event took place, you will have to make up 
the answers yourself based on how you think your character would have felt in this situation. However, 
quotations from the תנ''ך may also be helpful.) Submit your list of questions, who you interviewed, and at least 
two of their answers to the editor (Morah Sarah) by Oct __.  

Part Four – Editorial: Your Opinion
As an outside observer, your editor has asked for your expert opinion on the complex relationship between the 
Egyptians and the Israelites since you have witnessed so many major events, from the beginning of the 
enslavement of the Israelites to Moshe's adoption by Bat Paro. Because many of the subscribers of the magazine 
are Jewish the editor has asked for you to focus your one paragraph editorial on the topic of the Israelites' 
identity. How do they seem to define themselves? How do others, such as the Egyptians, view the Israelites? Do 
you think their sense of identity has shifted throughout their stay in Egypt?

Optional/Time Dependent: Part Five – The Final Article
The time has come to put your entire article together. Keep in mind that some people who receive the Mitzrayim 
Monthly Magazine live far away and this may be the first they hear of your story. Include background 
information, with quotations from תנ''ך. Include interview questions and answers from Egyptians and Israelites 
from your research. If your article would be aided by a picture or chart, you may include that as well. The editor 
has request that the final paragraph of the article is made up of your personal editorial. Best of luck! Your final 
articles must be handed in to the editor (Morah Sarah) by Oct __.


