
Understanding by Design Template

Stage 1: Desired Results
Subject - Jewish Peoplehood and the Political Tradition
Jessie Mallor

Enduring Understanding/s
Big ideas that we want students to
remember several years from now

1. Defintions of Jewish peoplehood
CHANGE WITH TIME AND
PLACE.
2. Defintions of Jewish peoplehood
ARE FILLED WITH TENSION
3. Jews are consistently trying to
ENSURE THE EXISTENCE OF
JEWISH PEOPLE IN FUTURE

Essential Questions
The key questions that lead the student to
arrive at enduring understandings.

1. In what ways do definitions of Jewish
peoplehood change?
2. How do time and place affect
definitions of Jewish people?
3. What tensions impact Jewish
peoplehood?
4. What is the impact of a given tension
on Jewish peoplehood?
5. In what ways have Jews attempted to
ensure the existence of the Jewish
people?
6. Why do we go to such lengths to
ensure the existence of the Jewish
people? (WHAT ARE WE AFRAID
OF?)

Selection of texts (This may come later in the process for some people.)

Please refer to "Learning Plan" for a breakdown of the three core units and an
example selection of texts and assessment.

Content objectives: Students will know…
• That Jewish peoplehood begins with brit
• That Brit offers partnership with G-d
• That there are two britot: Brit Sinai is conditional and creates social

structure, values and mission, whereas Brit Avraham is familial and
eternal

• That identity/ membership standards have traditionally oriented around
two opposing conceptions: the particularist/ racial/ birth model and the
behaviorist model.



• That different thinkers have continued to re-examine these models in
response to changing social conditions.

• That these re-examinations have had different implications and create
new boundaries and renewal.

• That particularism and a sense of obligation can and does have positive
implications.

• That the tension between individual and community is not new but is felt
and dealt with differently in every generation

• How selected articles and their arguments relate to previous thinkers and
larger constructs

• Biographies of those writers, their cultural milieu, and the historical
context that impacted their writing

• Ideas and concepts used to define Jewishness

Skills Objectives: Students will be able to …
• Explain the main arguments of the selected texts
• Connect the main arguments to real-life events and issues
• Identify main themes of each readings
• Assess readings for strength of argument
• Compare criteria and commitment of brit
• Evaluate each argument individually and comparatively
• Draw connections between the argument and their own lives
• Argue with the writers and their peers
• Raise questions about the dialogue
• Decide on and evaluate their personal perceived tensions
• Support their personal arguments based on textual evidence
• Assess agenda and perspective of each writer
• Create outlines and other evidence of critical reading and notetaking
• Extract main ideas and themes from readings

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
In this assessment, students will engage in a case study of the Brother Daniel
case, in which a monk, a Jewish convert to Catholicism, was refused aliyah
rights under the Law of Return because of his conversion.

Students will work in groups to analyze and assess the facts of the case, and
then go on to apply themes, ideas and arguments learned from the readings to
their own asssessment. Case teams, working as representatives of the Israeli
Interior Ministry. Students will first evaluate and respond to Brother Daniel



based on the textual evidence available to them. Each group must substantiate
its final decision based on textual evidence and support.

Individually, students will work on one of the following options: an argument
from the perspective of a lawyer for or against Brother Daniel; a teshuva from a
rabbi (pro or con), a newspaper editorial, or a speech by a member of Knesset,
Brother Daniel, or their own perspective arguing the case.

Stage 3: Learning Plan

Unit One: Brit

Topical Enduring Understanding:
Jewish peoplehood proceeds from britot that work to create family and
individual and social and political bonds.

Topical Essential Questions:
In what ways are Brit Avraham and Brit Sinai in tension and in balance with
each other?
How does brit create and develop peoplehood?

Selected Texts:

Lech Lecha 12: 1-4, 15 1-17, 17:9
Parshat Yitro, Parshat Mishpatim
Parshat Kedoshim 19
Parshat V'Etchanan
Parshat Nitzavim 27: 7-12
Yehoshua Chapter 5. 23 and 24
Midrashim: Who was at Sinai?
Yeshayahu
Vassal contracts contextualizing brit in context of ANE (Comparison to vassal
treaties allows you to see that brit also functions as means of creation tool.)
Birkat HaMazon



Assessment:
Students will be asked to choose one of the following options:
1: An essay on the topic of "Which brit do you feel closer to and why?"
2: They have been asked to give a speech at their new nephew's brit milah,
welcoming him into the covenant. Why is this an important moment in the life
of a Jewish human being?
3: Explore rituals for Jewish girls that have been developed to welcome them
into the covenant. Students will be asked to develop a ritual that welcomes girl
into covenant that meets the standards/ includes critical pieces of Brit
Avraham.

In all cases, students will be asked to substantiate their work and opinions with
ideas and arguments from class work and readings.


