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Stage 1: Desired Results
Subject – Overarching Goal or area to explore

3rd unit of the year: Introductory unit to studying Gemara, using the very beginning of Brachot, 
chapter 4.

Enduring Understanding/s
 The Gemara records analytical give-and-

take aimed at understanding legal and 
philosophical concepts.

 The Rabbis' process of understanding 
includes analyzing, challenging, and 
questioning each other's statements.

 Understanding the structure of the Gemara 
leads  to a better understanding of the 
Rabbis' process. Understanding this 
process leads to a better understanding of 
the legal and philosophical concepts.

 Talmudic terminology and its structural 
usage is the key to understanding that 
process.

 Literacy in Rabbinic conceptual 
terminology – in this case prayer – is a 
prerequisite for taking part in this process 
of understanding.

 The Rabbis' process of understanding 
models for us how to learn in chavruta.

Essential Questions
 Why do the Rabbis engage in an analytical 

give-and-take style discussion in the 
Gemara?

 What elements of discussion do the Rabbis 
utilize in their process of understanding 
legal and philosophical concepts?

 How does Talmudic terminology guide us 
toward an understanding of the legal and 
philosophical concepts?

 What characteristics are important to a 
successful and productive chavruta 
relationship?

Selection of texts (This may come later in the process for some people.)

Brachot, chapter 4, “urminhu...netz hachama”

Students will know (content knowledge)…

 Statements in the Gemara often react to previous statements in both the Gemara and the 
Mishna, and are not necessarily linear.

 Mishna – Brachot 4:1
 Brachot, chapter 4, “urminhu...netz hachama”
 Definition and function of ורמינהו.
 Definition and function of כי תניא ההיא.
 The following terms: הנץ החמה, גאולה, ותיקין
 Explain the relationship between the the ורמינהו statement and the Mishna.
 Explain how the כי תניא ההיא statement limits the scope of the previous contradiction.

Students will be able to do (skills)…

 Incorporate these terms into their discussion of tefillah: הנץ החמה, גאולה, ותיקין
 Find words in Frank.
 Identify specific structural components of a סוגיא.



 Outline/chart the progress of the סוגיא.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence 
How will I know the students met the desired results above? What performance tasks 
or other evidence will I use to assess? At this stage, work on summative assessments 

which occur at the end of the unit. As you plan your lesson below, make sure 
to think about formative assessments which occur along the way.

Worksheets as formative assessments: These worksheets are usually given twice a week and assess 
the students' understanding of the material learned in the previous class. These worksheets cover 
Talmudic terminology, structure, and content. This regular assessment also helps the students 
reflect on their understanding and comfort level with the material.

I will assess the students' content knowledge of this unit with a content-based summative 
assessment, which will also serve as a formative assessment of their understanding of the structure. 
They will need to explain the connection between each step of this section of Gemara and its 
connection to the Mishna. In a visual form, they will need to create a flow chart to illustrate their 
understanding of this structure.

The skills attained in this unit will be assessed through ongoing class discussions and classwork.

The semester exam will serve as a summative assessment of the students' understanding of the 
structure of a piece of Gemara.

Stage 3: Learning Plan 
Now go enjoy translating the above into learning activities using creativity, 

awareness of different learning needs, etc.

Tools for teaching:
 color-coding – structure of the Gemara
 Frank – guide to key Talmudic terminology (definition and function)
 outlining
 flowchart

Each of the above will be explored as approaches to help understand how to break down a section 
of Gemara together as a class.

 Jastrow tutorial and/or word banks


