
Understanding by Design Template - ELISHA STEIN 2009-10

Stage 1: Desired Results

Subject  - Introduction to Halachic Codes (12 week unit) 

Enduring Understanding/s
1) Codes represent a unique genre within halachic
literature, while bearing similarities to the
Mishnah and Responsa in both purpose and
content.
2) The existence of codes provides both
opportunities and challenges for an halachic
community.
3) The emergence of a Code has oftentimes been
controversial and elicited strong opposition from
various segments of the Jewish community.
4) Codes are not simply the product of their
creator's mind; they belong to a framework of
halachic development in which earlier decisions
hold persuasive or controlling value.
5) Students will understand the structure of the
Mishneh Torah and Shulḥan Arukh (and be able to
use them as a tools for halachic research).

Essential Questions
1) Where do Codes fit into the broad collection of 
halachic literature?  What is different from/similar to 
other major texts?

2) What are the advantages/disadvantages of creating
an halachic code?

3) How have the introduction of the major codes of 
law been received by the Jewish community?

4) To what extent do the legal rulings in Codes take 
into account the decisions of earlier authorities?

5) How did the authors of the Mishneh Torah and 
Shulḥan Arukh arrange their code?  What information
did they draw from? (How can I locate a particular 
halacha from a direct citation to the Code, by referring
to a daf Gemara, or without any assistance 
whatsoever?)

Selection of texts (This may come later in the process for some people.)

Rambam's Introduction to the Mishneh Torah and the commentary of the Raavad thereto.
) הלכות תלמוד תורה פרק א1
) הלכות עדות2
) הלכות מלווה ולווה3
) הלכות שאלה ופיקדון4
) הלכות חובל ומזיק5
) הלכות תפילין ומזוזה וספר תורה6

Selections from Shulḥan Arukh, Tur, etc. corresponding to the halachot contained in the Mishneh Torah.

Content objectives: Students will know…

1) The precise organizational structure of the 
Mishneh Torah (how sets of laws are categorized 
in 14 books, a re-organization of all of Shas, etc.) 
and the Shulḥan Arukh;

2) The chain of development of the major codes up
to the Shulḥan Arukh - names, authors, influences 
and legal and intellectual antecedents;

3) the content and historical changes (up to and 
including the Shulḥan Arukh) in a particular 
halakha (which the students have chosen to work 
on).

Skills Objectives: Students will be able to …

1) navigate to specific halachot in Mishneh Torah from
a direct citation, by using Ein Mishpat/Ner Mitzvah 
in a daf Gemara, or without any assistance 
whatsoever.

2) recognize/understand the idiom of rabbinic 
Hebrew used in Codes, specifically the language and 
style of the Rambam and Shulkhan Arukh.

3) trace the development of a specific halakha from the
Mishnah to Gemara to Mishneh Torah to Shulḥan 
Arukh.

4) use the Beit Yosef as an aid in discovering the 
halakhic postions of major poskim on an issue.



Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
How will I know the students met the desired results above? What performance tasks or other evidence will I use to assess? At this stage, work
on summative assessments which occur at the end of the unit. As you plan your lesson below, make sure to think about formative assessments
which occur along the way.

Weekly:
a) at the beginning of each week's class, each pair of students will be given performance objectives for the 
halachot they are working on- solid understanding of basic concepts contained in specific sections of text 
(approximately 3-4 paragraphs in MT).  They will be asked to answer questions based upon those concepts
at the beginning of next week's class (in the form of a brief 'quiz');
b) students will be asked to demonstrate an ability to locate specific halachot per skills objective #1 above 
(the exact skill to be measured will vary with the content of the shiur portion of each lesson).

Mid-course (slightly later, actually):  presentation by pairs on entire section of Mishneh Torah; students will
focus on one or two specific ideas within the section, and show how they are derived from the Gemara and
the Mishnah; they will also explain special terminology which appears in their section; other students will 
formulate questions based upon their presentation, and put them in writing to be addressed in the end-of-
course presentation.

End-of-course: pairs will again present, this time answering their fellow students' questions from the mid-
course presentation, and will explain how the Shulḥan Arukh and Rema rule on the issue(s) they have 
been addressing.  In addition, they will explain how various authorities rule as noted in the Beit Yosef.

Stage 3: Learning Plan

Opening class: Set induction with film of someone reading Torah and erroneously reading "אהרן" as ".הרן"
Discussion on what happened - does it need to be corrected? Students will then receive a brief selection
from Hilchot Tefillah 12:6, setting forth the Rambam's position on when a reader's error must be corrected.
From there we will go forward and look at the position of the Tur, Shulḥan Arukh and Rema. We will
then figure out how to find the origin of this halacha in Gemara, Mishnah and Torah she bichtav, and look
at those sources. Remainder of class: Show students the layout and names of the 14 books of the Mishneh
Torah; what kinds of laws would you expect to be found in each? For notable exceptions, we will try to
explain why Rambam categorized them as he did.

Classes meet for double periods (80 mins. total) once a week. The first part of each class will focus on
contextual overview (background) and/or hands-on demonstration of research techniques (including
appropriate jargon). The remainder (majority) of the class time will be hevruta work, centered around
building reading skills, navigation skills, and learning the basic concepts presented at the beginning of
class (see stage 2, "Weekly" assessment above)


