
The World of The Bible : Resources  

Using the Finds of Archaeology when Learning Tanakh  

Non- Biblical Primary Sources:  

1) Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament (ANET) ed. J. Pritchard -  

a great collection of primary sources divided into several categories, including historical texts, legal 
texts, ritual texts, myths etc. There is no analysis of the texts, just a brief introduction including 
information about where the text was found and by whom it was translated.  

2) Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia ed. D. Luckenbill -  

more limited collection than the above, historical texts  

3) Assyrian and Babylonian Chronicles ed. A. K.Grayson -  

historical texts.  

 אסופת כתובות עבריות (4

 by Shemuel Achituv, Mossad Bialik 1992 - A collection of Hebrew inscriptions from the Biblical period 
through to the Second Temple period, categorized by country. Each inscription is accompanied by a 
preface and notes.  

Encyclopedias  

Anchor Bible Dictionary (ABD)  

Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible (IDB)  

Encyclopedia Mikrait (Hebrew) 

Sets and Books:  

1) Olam haTanakh  

Wonderful set which includes much Ancient Near Eastern material embedded in its commentary. Has 
many color captioned pictures of archaeological finds - stela, tablets, objects etc. Written by a variety of 
authors with different areas of expertise. Hebrew.  

2) Da'at Mikra ( 

especially the introductions) More traditional than the above. The commentary makes use of 
archaeological finds and includes pictures (black and white) but not as many as the above. Hebrew  

3) 



Understanding Genesis and Exploring Exodus by N. Sarna (Shocken Books: New York, 1966, 1996) - 
very accessible, for layman and scholar alike.  

Commentaries/ Parshanim  

Obviously, many of the classical (medieval) commentators lived prior to the era of archaeological 
discovery and are not particularly helpful here. Cassuto, a 19th century Italian commentator, in contrast, 
aware of the findings of his day, incorporates much of this knowledge into his commentaries on Bereshit 
and Shemot. He often compares Biblical narrative or law to similar texts from the Ancient Near East and 
analyzes what one can learn from the foils.  

  

Internet Resources  

1) http://nefertiti.iwebland.com/index.html  - good resource about Ancient Egypt  

2) http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/asbook03.html#Assyria  - lots of primary sources related to 
mesopotamia (including Epic of Gilgamesh, Code of Hamurrabi, creation myths etc.) Also has maps and 
artwork. 

3) http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/asbook-law.html  - related to above site, but here the focus is 
on legal texts. Includes legal codes, specific decrees, treaties etc.  

4) http://www.livius.org/cg-cm/chronicles/chron00.html  - Assyrian and Babylonian chronicles  

5) http://www.thelivingtorahmuseum.com  - a museum "dedicated to helping people better understand 
the objects mentioned in the Torah by exhibiting ancient artifacts" The actual museum is in Boro Park, 
but online one can see pictures of many items. Also has artifacts related to Mishnaic times. 

6) http://oi.uchicago.edu/research/lab  - includes many photos from various archaeological sites in 
Mesopotamia and Egypt 
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How Can Such Information Aid One in the Classroom?  

Objects:  

 visual aid 

  (ex: pictures of jewelry, musical instruments, weapons, ritual objects, everyday tasks, slavery in Egypt) 
  extra biblical corroboration of Biblical personalities or events 
(ex: seals - "eved yeravam", inscriptions - Shiloah , annals - Yehoyachin, material remains - Yehoyakim's 
palace, Sefer Bilaam bar Beor) s  
  interpretive  
- knowledge of realia might clarify the enigmatic or challenge previous assumptions about the text (ex: 
"ner,"  sword of Ehud, armor of Golyat, Rahav's house)  

Texts: 

(in addition to the above, might:)  

 serve as foil 

(ex: creation and flood stories - Enuma Elis, Epic of Gilgamesh, legal codes)  
  add new information or give a new perspective 
(Assyrian annals - Battle of Sancheriv)  
  contextualize an event, story or ritual (Battle of Qarqar)  

Dead Sea Scrolls:  

  

variant readings; early interpretation  
  
  
  


