
Understanding by Design Template 
 

Stage 1: Desired Results 
Subject  - Two week unit in Sefer Shoftim 
 
Enduring Understanding/s 
Big enduring ideas that frame their learning  - what stays with the 
student several years from now 

 Transition in leadership is essential in a developing 
nation 

 External and cultural influences often challenge our 
relationship with God 

 

Topical Enduring Understanding/s 
 There is a transition in leadership structure from Sefer 

Yehoshua to Sefer Shoftim. 
 There is a reoccurring behavioral (apostasy) cycle 

throughout Sefer Shoftim. 
 The new decentralized leadership structure plays a 

role in Bnei Yisrael’s instability.  
 Bnei Yisrael struggles to stay loyal to the brit when 

surrounded by external influences.  

Essential Questions 
Open ended questions that invite students to explore the big ideas through 
text.  

 Why does leadership change as nations develop? 
 What is the role of the Other in defining our own 

identity? 
 

Topical Key Questions 
 What type of leadership structure is established post 

Yehoshua? 
 What is the behavioral cycle that repeats itself 

throughout Sefer Shoftim? 
 Why does this cycle occur over and over again? 

 
 
 

Selection of texts (This may come later in the process for some people.) 
 
Shoftim 1:27-31 
Shoftim 2: 1-3 
Shoftim 3: 5-30 
 
     
Content objectives: Students will 
know… 

 Bnei Yisrael did not complete Yerusha stage 
 Bnei Yisrael succumb to the external influences of 

the neighboring tribes 
 God uses the foreign tribes as a “mokesh” – trap. 
 The 6 stages in the behavioral cycle (as seen in the 

narratives of Otniel and Ehud), including the key 
psukim that echo throughout the sefer (in Hebrew for 
honors and intermediate levels) 

Skills Objectives: Students will be 
able to … 

 Infer the problem that will face Bnei Yisrael from the 
psukim given to them in perek 1, taking into account 
their work in Sefer Yehoshua. 

 Infer the 6 stages in the behavioral cycle from 
chapter 3: 5-11 

 Read 3:12-30 in Hebrew and identify the 6 stages in 
the Ehud narrative. 

                               
Stage 2: Assessment Evidence  

How will I know the students met the desired results above? What performance tasks 
 or other evidence will I use to assess? At this stage, work on summative assessments 

                                    which occur at the end of the unit. As you plan your lesson below, make sure 
                                    to think about formative assessments which occur along the way. 
 
Students will create a newspaper based during the time of one of the following shoftim: Dvorah, Yiftach, Gidon and/or Shimshon. 
The newspaper will need to include a main article and 6 additional items (i.e advertisements, Dear Abby, Editorial, Sports section) 
using their chosen text as their guide. Students will have to identify the stages that appear in their chosen shofet in their main article 
and/or the items. 

Stage 3: Learning Plan  
Now go enjoy translating the above into learning activities using creativity,  

                                           awareness of different learning needs, etc. 



 


